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“Prayer [is] the quiet, persistent living of our life of desire and 
faith in the presence of our God.”  (Andrew Murray)    
              

Welcome & Announcements  
 

Call to Worship 
One: This is a day to let your heart take control of your lips. 
People: We can’t keep silent. Our hearts are bursting with
 praise for Jesus, King of our lives! 
One: In spite of the shadow of the cross over the palm-strewn 
way, Jesus rides in the hearts of those who surrender to him. 
People: We commit ourselves wholly to Jesus and ask him
 to be present in our lives always. AMEN. 
 

*Hymn   # 320 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
 

[We invite you to sing alone to the music with your mic muted]          
 

*Prayer of Invocation (Unison)  
  Hosanna, O God in the highest! How you come to us in 
ways we never expect. How is a king on a donkey? How can a 
Savior be hung on a cross?  
How do we see You when we are only trained to see defeat in 
these actions? In this week ahead will we see You with us, 
among us? Will Your message come through? Will the palms 
we wave with joy today be thrown down tomorrow with doubt? 
May Your Spirit guide us through this Holiest of weeks, 
beside us, around us, before and behind us, and within us, 
Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings:  
OT: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  
Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 

 

Young at Heart  “Pointing Fingers!” 
 

Sermon  “Who Is Your Superstar?”  
 

*Hymn   # 300 “All Glory Laud and Honor” 
 

Call to Offering    Please mail in your pledges or use the  
   Donate button on our website will be  
   active the week of March 23rd) 
    Music              

*Doxology   #815 
*Prayer of Blessing       

 

Call to Prayer      
           Prayers of the People, Lord's Prayer (debts) 

*Gloria Patri (#813) 
 

Communion – See insert 
 

*Hymn     # 297 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 
 

Benediction    
 
 

 
 
 

 

*Please stand as you are able of mind, body and spirit. 
 

Portions of today’s service written  
by Nancy Townley – Ministry Matters 

And  
Rev. Maren Tirabassi 

 



Take a moment each day to raise to God in prayer your 
joys as well as your concerns, especially those who need 

our prayers the most. 
 

Prayer Does work! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for April 5th to April 12th 
 

 

Sunday 4/5: Worship via Zoom live stream, Palm Sunday, &  
    Communion 10:30AM  
April 9th: Search Committee mtg via Skype 6PM 
Sunday 4/12: Easter Sunrise 5:50AM – ? via Zoom 
Sunday 4/12: Easter Worship via Zoom Live stream 
Sunday TBA: All Church Meeting – Led by the Search Comm. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 COVID-19: In light of the presence of the Corona Virus here in 
Maine we have closed our building through April 30th, at least. All in 
person church committee meetings are cancelled for the forseable 
future. We will continue to be a Virtual Church and the Deacons will 
be reaching out via phone to everyone. We will let everyone know when 
the building will re-open and church services will return to the Sanctuary. 
We are following CDC and Maine CDC guidelines regarding meetings 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++       

MISSIONS: Donations.  Lincoln Food Cupboard - cereal. School 
Backpack Program – ON HOLD 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Palm Sunday & Communion 
    We will share Communion today. I ask each of you to have some 
type of bread and some types of juice (grape, cranberry, even tea, 
coffee or water) available when we begin worship on April 5th. 
Though we are physically apart, we are still one body in Christ. 

Palms 
There will be NO Palms available this year. I have posted a prayer 
for Palm Sunday. I will also be posting a devotional for Maunday 
Thursday. Please go to our website or Facebook or email me for 
each of the prayers. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Pastor Sue’s Office Hours: during Corona Virus pandemic 

Sunday – 12:00-3PM (calls only please) 
Monday -Wednesday and Friday – Reachable by phone or email.  
Saturday - Sabbath. Please contact Pastor Sue only if you have a 
pastoral emergency (such as news of a hospitalization or death). 

First Congregational Church of Lincoln, UCC  
P.O. Box 131, 19 School Street 

 

April 5, 2020                                              10:30 A.M. 
 

 
 

Rev. Sue Burgess – Interim Minister 
Office: 794-6613; Cell: 491-5353 
E-mail: pastorsue05@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Linda Gerry; Church Phone: 794-6613 
Church E-mail: lincolncongochurch@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: First Congregational Church of Lincoln, ME  UCC 
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Communion 
Invitation 
Pastor: For Holy Communion this morning, I invite you to lend Christ 
your table. 

On the first day of Holy week, long ago, people throughout 
Judea arrived at the dusty gates of Jerusalem, primed with “Hosanna” 
in their hearts and Jesus asked to borrow a donkey. On the Thursday 
that followed, Jesus rented or was given John Mark’s mother’s Upper 
Room to celebrate the Passover with the disciples. On the afternoon of 
the resurrection, Jesus was invited into a house in Emmaus and used 
the bread of that hospitality to break and bless. 

Lend Christ your table, your bread, your cup and your heart, 
for, as the disciples told the person who loaned the donkey, “The Lord 
has need of it.” 
 
Prayer of Confession 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot fee ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and follow in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen 
 
 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
Pastor: We are one bread, one body, one cup of blessing. Though we 
are many throughout the earth and this church community is scattered, 
we are one in Christ. In your many kitchens, and living rooms, rest 
your hands lightly upon these elements which we set aside today to be 
a sacrament. Let us ask God’s blessing upon them. 
Unison: Gentle Redeemer, there is no lockdown on your blessing 
and no quarantine on grace. Send your Spirit of life and love, 
power and blessing upon every table where your child shelters in 
place, that this Bread may be broken and gathered in love and this 
Cup poured out to give hope to all. Risen Christ, live in us, that we 
may live in you. Breathe in us, that we may breathe in you. 
 
Words of Remembering 
Pastor: We remember that Paul the apostle wrote letters to 

congregations throughout places we now call Greece, Turkey and 
Macedonia, and they were the first “remote” worship resources. Our 
online service has a long heritage. The Communion words sent to the 
church at Corinth were these: For I received from the Lord what I 
also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 
 
Sharing of the Elements 
Pastor: Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Bread of 
 Heaven. 
All: We are one in Christ in the bread we share. 
Pastor: Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of 
 Blessing. 
All: We are one in Christ in the cup we share. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Let us pray in thanksgiving for this meal of grace, rejoicing 
that, by the very method of our worship, we have embodied the truth 
that Christ’s love is not limited by buildings made with human hands, 
nor contained in human ceremonies, but blows as free as the Spirit in 
all places. 
All: Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our tables and our lives. 
May the eating of this Bread give us courage to speak faith and act 
love, not only in church sanctuaries, but in your precious world, 
and may the drinking of this Cup renew our hope even in the 
midst of pandemic. Wrap your hopeful presence around all whose 
bodies, spirits and hearts need healing, and let us become your 
compassion and safe refuge. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


